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This MSIB is issued to provide updates to response activities related to the chemical fire at ITC Deer 
Park in the Upper Houston Ship Channel. The following is a daily update to industry representatives on 
the status of impacted segments of the waterway and will continue until no longer needed.  
 
Upper Houston Ship Channel is open to 24-hour traffic as managed by VTS Houston/Galveston.  
 
San Jacinto River is open to 24-hour traffic as managed by VTS Houston/Galveston. 
 
Old River is open to outbound traffic during daylight hours only following vessel decontamination. 
Today, responders completed decontamination of 05 vessel within this area due. Recovery 
operations will continue within this area. 
 
Carpenter’s Bayou is open to 24-hour inbound traffic intended for receiving/loading product to or 
from a facility and outbound traffic during daylight hours only following vessel decontamination. 
Today, responders completed decontamination of 07 vessels within this area. Recovery operations 
will continue within this area.  
 
Jacintoport Jacintoport Berth #1, Contanda Terminal, and Houston Fuel Oil Barge Dock #5 remain 
closed.  
 
Vessels that dock at a facility within the contaminated zone will be evaluated by the DECON 
assessment team prior to departure. Vessels requiring access to docks that are affected by boom are 
to coordinate with VTS prior to access. Dock restrictions are listed in the enclosed attachment.  
 
The U.S. Coast Guard Captain of the Port is working in close coordination with EPA, TCEQ, Harris 
County, ITC, and the contracted toxicology companies to evaluate any resulting impacts to the 
Houston Ship Channel.  
 
If at any time a safety risk to operations on the Houston Ship Channel becomes evident, the Captain 
of the Port will take action to ensure safety for port operations and mariners on the waterways. 
Facilities and employees should continue to follow any direction provided by the County officials. 
 
This bulletin shall remain active until rescinded or superseded by future direction. 
 

 
 K. D. Oditt 

Captain, United States Coast Guard 
Captain of the Port 


